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What Is Claimed Is: 
V / 1- ^ image transfer system, comprising: 
one or more terminal equipments ; 
one orvnore facsimile apparatus; and 
a networV for interconnecting said terminal equipments 
and said facsimile apparatus; 

each of saiW facsimile apparatus including coding means 
for coding image da\a included in data inputted to the facsimile 
apparatus from the outside in accordance with a unique coding 
method, image data storage means for storing the image data 
coded by said coding means, and decoding program signaling 
means for outputting, whYn the image data stored in said image 
data storage means is tb W outputted to W arbitrary one of 
said terminal equipments , aVecoding program for decoding image 
data coded in accordance winh the coding method in response 
to an acquisition request frdm the terminal equipment. 

2. An image transfer system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein each of said terminal equipments includes: 

network control means for controlling connection to and 
data communication with any of said\f acsimile apparatus over 
said network; 

inputting means for inputting an\operation instruction 
to initiate a WWW browser; 

program execution control meank for controlling 
execution of a program for initiating tfte WWW browser in 
response to the operation instruction inputted by said 
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means ; and 

display means for displaying the WWW browser executed 
by said prWram "execut ion "control means . 

3. An\ image transfer system, comprising: 
one or more terminal equipments; 
one or mare, facsimile apparatus: and 

a network £or interconnecting said terminal equipments 
and said facsimile^ apparatus; 

each of said facsimile apparatus including coding means 
for coding image data included in data inputted to the facsimile 
apparatus over a publiV network in accordance with a unique 
coding method, image data\ storage means for storing the image 
data coded by said coding m\ans , management means for managing 
the image data stored in said\image data storage means and page 
information of the image da\a, network control means for 
controlling connection to and d>ata communication with any of 
said terminal equipments over\said network, acquisition 
request reception means for receiving an acquisition request . 
outputted from any of said terminal equipments , acquisition 
request analysis means for analyzingVhe acquisition request 
received by said acquisition request \reception means, HTML 
document data signaling means for signaling, when it is 
analyzed by said acquisition request analysis means that the 
acquisition request is an acquisition requekt for HTML document 
data, the HTML document data, decoding program signaling means 
for signaling, when it is analyzed by said acquisition request 
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halysis means that the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program for decoding image data decoded 
in ~ accordance "with "the " coding" method "image dat "a" signaling 
meansVor signaling, when it is analyzed by said acquisition 
5 requesA analysis means that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for image data coded in accordance with 
the codink method, and signaling means for transmitting a 
response tcY the acquisition request signaled from one of said 
HTML document data signaling means, said decoding program 
signaling meahs and said image data signaling means to the 
terminal equipment through said network control means. 

4. An ima%e transfer system as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein each of said terminal equipments includes: 

network contrfal means for controlling connection to and 
data communication wktfa any of said facsimile apparatus over 
said network; 

inputting means f^r inputting an operation instruction 
to initiate a WWW 

program execution Vontrol means for controlling 
execution of a program for\ initiating the WWW browser in 
response to the operation instruction inputted by said 
inputting means; and 

display means for displaying the WWW browser executed 
by said program execution controlV means . 

5. An image transfer system \ comprising; 
one or more terminal equipments: 
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|ne or more facsimile apparatus; 
a WWW server; and 

a network for interconnecting said terminal equipments, 
said facsimile apparatus and said WWW server; 

each oV said facsimile apparatus including coding means 
for coding imaVe data included in data inputted to the facsimile 
apparatus fromWe. outside in accordance with a unique coding 
method, and image, data storage means for storing the image data 
coded fcy said codang means; 

said WWW servVr including decoding program storage means 
in which a decoding Vrogram for decoding image data coded in 
accordance with the Yoding method is stored, and decoding 
program signaling meanNa for outputting the decoding program 
in response to a request from the terminal equipment. 

6. An image transfer system as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein each of said facsimile apparatus further includes: 

management means for managing the image data stored in 
said image data storage means and page information of the image 
data ; 

network control means for controlling connection to and 
data communication with any of sai^ terminal equipments and 
said WWW server over said network; 

acquisition request reception means for receiving an 
acquisition request outputted from aW of said terminal 
e quipment s ; 

acquisition request analysis meansVfor analyzing the 
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acquisition request received by said acquisition request 
reception, means ; 

[TML document data signaling means for signaling, when 
it is analyzed by said acquisition request analysis means that 
the acquisition request is an acquisition request for HTML 
document data, the HTML document data; 

image\data signaling means for signaling, when it is 
analyzed by \aid acquisition request analysis means that the 
acquisition request is an acquisition request for image data 
coded in accordance with the coding metnod; and 

signaling\ means for transmitting a response to the 
acquisition request signaled from one of said HTML document 
data signaling means and said image data signaling means to 
the terminal equipment through said network control means. 

7. An image transfer system as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein each of saidVerminal equipments includes: 

network control iLans for controlling connection to and 
data communication with\any of said facsimile apparatus over 
said network; 

inputting means for ^nputting an operation instruction 
to initiate a WWW browser; 

program execution control means for controlling 
execution of a program for Vitiating the WWW browser in 
response to the operation instruction inputted by said 
inputting means; and 

display means for displaying the WWW browser executed 
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by\ said program execution control means. 

8. An image transfer system as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein said WW server includes : 

etwork control means for controlling connection to and 
data communication with any of said facsimile apparatus and 
said terminal equipments over said network; 

acquisition request reception means for receiving an 
acquisition request outputted from any of said terminal 
equipments 

acquisition request analysis means for analyzing the 
acquisition request received by said acquisition request 
reception means.; 

decoding program signaling means for signaling, when it 
is analyzed by said acquisition request analysis means that 
the acquisition request is an acquisition request for a 
decoding program for\decoding image data decoded in accordance 
with the coding method; and 

transmission means for transmitting the decoding program 
signaled from said deciding program signaling means as a 
response to the acquisition request to the terminal equipment 
through said network control means. 

9 . An image transfer method for an image transfer system 
wherein one or more terminal equipments and one or more 
facsimile apparatus are interconnected by a network, 
comprising the steps of: 

outputting image data codek in accordance with a unique 
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[codiiW method by and stored in any of said facsimile apparatus 
to an Arbitrary one of said terminal equipments ; and 

oktputt xng a - decoding - prcigiTam - * or~decod7ng~ image data 
coded inXaccordance with the coding method to the terminal 
equipment Yn response to a request from the terminal equipment . 

10. Vn image transfer method as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein any W said terminal equipments executes: 

an operation instruction inputting step of inputting an 
operation instruction to initiate a www browser; 

a program Vnitiation step of initiating a program for 
the WW browser \n response to the operation instruction 
inputted by the operation instruction inputting step; 

a WWW browser display step of displaying the WWW browser 
initiated by the program initiation step; 

a URL discrimination step of discriminating whether or 
not a URL of any of saik facsimile apparatus is inputted; 

a HTML document datk acquisition request notification 
step of sending, when i\ is discriminated by the URL 
discrimination step that a uL is inputted, a notification of 
an acquisition request f or HTfa, document data to that one of 
said facsimile apparatus which has the URL through said 
network ; 

a HTML document data receptiW step of receiving the HTML 
document data transmitted from tne facsimile apparatus in 
response to the notification of the acquisition request by the 
HTML document data acquisition requeVt notification step; 
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a HTML document data display step of displaying the HTML 
documen^: data received by the HTML document data reception 
step ; ~ 

a program execution description discrimination step of 
discriminating whether or not a program execution description 
is present \n the HTML document data displayed by the HTML 
document data display step; 

a decoding program acquisition request notification step 
of sending, wheAit is discriminated by the program execution 
description discrimination step that the program execution 
description ia pAsent , a notification of an acquisition 
request for a decoding program to the facsimile apparatus; 

a decoding proVram reception step of receiving the 
decoding program transmitted from the facsimile apparatus in 
response to the acquisition request notification by the 
decoding program acquisition request notification step; 

a decoding program execution step of executing the 
decoding program received by\the decoding program reception 
step ; 

an image data acquisitionVequest notification step of 
sending a notification of an acquisition request for image data 
to the facsimile apparatus ; 

an image data reception step oi receiving the image data 
transmitted from the facsimile apparatus in response to the 
acquisition request by the image dat\ acquisition request 
notification step; 
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an image data decoding step of decoding the image data 
receipted toy the image data reception step based on the decoding 
pfogramyxecuted by the decoding program execution step; and 
an Vraage data display step of displaying the image data 
decoded byv the image data decoding step. 

11. An image transfer method as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein any bf said facsimile apparatus executes: 

a codink step of coding image data included in data 
inputted to thA facsimile apparatus over a public network in 
accordance with^he unique coding method; 

an image datk storage step of storing the image data coded 
by the coding step; 

a management step of managing the image data stored by 
the image data storagdv step and page information of the image 
data;" 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an 
acquisition request transmitted from any of said terminal 
equipments over said netwoVk; 

an acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the 
acquisition request receive^ by the acquisition request 
reception step;. 

a first discrimination st^p of discriminating whether 
or the acquisition request analyzed by the acquisition request 
analysis step is an acquisition request for HTML document data; 

a HTML document data signaling\step of signaling, when 
it is discriminated by the first discrimination step that the 
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acquisition request is an acquisition request for HTML document 
data, html document data to the terminal equipment; 

a sfecond discrimination a te>^f~dis criminating," "when it 
is not discriminated by the first discrimination step that the 
acquisitionYequest is an acquisition request for HTML document 
data, whether, or the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program; 

a decodingWogram signaling step of signaling, when it 
is discriminated \y the second discrimination step that the 
acquisition requesnis an acquisition request for a decoding 
program, the decoding program to the terminal equipment; 

a third discrimination step of discriminating, when it 
is not discriminated byYthe second discrimination step that 
the acquisition requesAis an acquisition request for a 
decoding program, whetherW the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for image data; 

an image data signalin^step of signaling, when it is 
discriminated by the third discrimination step that the 
acquisition request is an acquisition request for image data, 
the image data to the terminal equipment ; and 

an error information signaling step of signaling error 
information when it is not discriminated by the third 
discrimination step that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for image data. 

12. An image transfer method as Vl aimed in claim 10, 
wherein any of said facsimile apparatus\xecutes : 
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coding step of coding image data included in data 
inputted to the facsimile apparatus over a public network in 
accordanc\B~with the - unique coding method; 

an image data storage step of storing the image data coded 
by the codimg step; 

a management step of managing the image data stored by 
the image data forage step and page information of the image 
data ; 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an 
acquisition request transmitted from any of said terminal 
equipments over saidv network; 

an acquisition Request analysis step of analyzing the 
acquisition request received by the acquisition request 
reception step; 

a first discrimination step of discriminating whether 
or the acquisition request analyzed by the acquisition request 
analysis step is an acquisition request for HTML document data; 

a HTML document data signaling step of signaling, when 
it is discriminated by the f irsfc. discrimination step that the 
acquisition request is an acquisition request for HTML document 
data, the HTML document data to tVe terminal equipment; 

a second discrimination step ofv discriminating, when it 
is not discriminated by the first discrimination step that the 
acquisition request is an acquisition request for HTML document 
data, whether or the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program; 
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a decoding program signaling step of signaling, when it 
is discriminated by the second discrimination step that the 
acquis iMon deque's t"i^ an acquisition YequeslT for a decoding 
program, We decoding program to the terminal equipment; 

a third discrimination step of discriminating, when it 
is not discriminated by the second discrimination step that 
the acquisition request is an acquisition request for a 
decoding progU, whether or the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for image data; 

an image dVta signaling step of signaling, when it is 
discriminated by Uhe third discrimination step that the 
acquisition requestUs an acquisition request for image data, 
the image data to thV terminal equipment; and 

an error information signaling step of signaling error 
information when it L not discriminated by the third 
discrimination step that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for itaage data. 

13. An image transfer method for an image transfer 
system wherein one or more nerminal equipments, one or more 
facsimile apparatus and a WWwXserver are interconnected by a 
network, comprising the steps Vf: 

outputting image data codeVi in accordance with a unique 
coding method by and stored in anyW said facsimile apparatus 
to an arbitrary one of said terminal equipments; and 

outputting, from said WW seWer in which a decoding 
program for decoding image data coded in accordance with the 
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method, the decoding program to the terminal equipment 
se to a request from the terminal equipment. 
14^ -An- image transfer meWod~as~cIaTmed in claim 13 ~ 
any of said facsimile apparatus executes: 
:oding step of coding image data included in data- 
inputted\to the facsimile apparatus over a public network in 
accordance with the unique coding method; 

an ims\ge data storage step of storing the image data coded 
by the coding; step: 

a management step of managing the image data stored by 
the image data storage step and page information of the image 
data; 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an 
acquisition request \ransmitted from any of said terminal 
equipments over said network; 

an acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the 
acquisition request received by the acquisition request 
reception step; 

a first discrimination\step of discriminating whether 
or the acquisition request analyzed by the acquisition request 
analysis step is an acquisition rWst for HTML document data; 

a HTML document data signaling step of signaling, when 
it is discriminated by the first discrimination step that the 
acquisition request is an acquisition\equest for HTML document 
data, the HTML document data to the terminal equipment; 

a second discrimination step of discriminating, when it 
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is noit discriminated by the first discrimination step that the 
acquisition request is an acquisition request for HTML document 
data, whet He r or" the "acquisition request is an acquisition 
request nor image data; 

an iVage data signaling step of signaling, when it is 
discriminated by the second discrimination step that the 
acquisition Request is an acquisition request for image data, 
the image datk to the terminal equipment; and 

an error Ynformat ion signaling step of signaling error 
information wheV it is not discriminated by the second 
discrimination s\ep that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for image data. 

15. An image transfer method as claimed in claim 13, 
wherein any of said terminal equipments executes: 

an operation instruction inputting step of inputting an 
operation instruction tii initiate a WWW browser; 

a program initiation step of initiating a program for 
the WWW browser in responW to the operation instruction 
inputted by the operation instruction inputting step; 

a WWW browser display step of displaying the WWW browser 
initiated by the program initiation step; 

a URL discrimination step discriminating whether or 
not a URL of any of said facsimile apparatus is inputted; 

a HTML document data acquisition request notification 
step of sending, when it is discriminated by the URL 
discrimination step that a URL is inputted, a notification of 
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an acquisition request for HTML document data to that one of 
said facsimile apparatus which has the URL through aaid 
-network^ 

a HTML document data reception step of receiving the HTML 
document data transmitted from the facsimile apparatus in 
response to\he notif ication of the acquisition request by the 
HTML documents data acquisition request notification step; 

a HTML document data display step of displaying the HTML 
document data received by the HTML document data reception 
step; 

a program execution description discrimination step of 
discriminating whether or not a program execution description 
is present in the HTMi. document data displayed by the HTML 
document data display sVep; 

a decoding program acquisition request notification step 
of sending, when it is discriminated by the program execution 
description discrimination >step that the program execution 
description is present, a notification of an acquisition 
request for a decoding program\ to said W server; 

a decoding program recepkon step of receiving the 
decoding program transmitted from\aid VWW server in response 
to the acquisition request notification by the decoding program 
acquisition request notification st< 

a decoding program execution atep of executing the 
decoding program received by the decoding program reception 
step; 



Received 05-25-00 02:47am 



From-91335607056 



To-F0LEY AND LARDNER Page 55 



nnivnun rniLiii i HA. 




2f1 

si 



10 



15 



20 



25 



- 51 - 



image data acquisition request notification step of 
sending ^notification of an acquisition request for image data 
to the -facsimile -apparatus - ; ~~ ~~ 

an image data reception step of receiving the image data 
transmittedVfrom the facsimile apparatus in response to the 
acquisition Vequest by the image data acquisition request 
notification atep; 

an image \iata decoding step of decoding the image data 
received by the iWge data reception step based on the decoding 
program executed \y the decoding program execution step; and 
an image dataV display step of displaying the image data 
decoded by the image data decoding step. 

16. An image transfer method as claimed in claim 14, 
wherein any of said terminal equipments executes: 

an operation instruction inputting step of inputting an 
operation instruction to\initiate a WW browser; 

a program initiation^ step of initiating a program for 
the WWW browser in responiL to the operation instruction 
inputted by the operation instruction inputting step; 

a WWW browser display stefo of displaying the WWW browser 
initiated toy the program initiation step; 

a URL discrimination step oV discriminating whether or 
not a DEL of any of said facsimile^ apparatus is inputted; 

a HTML document data acquisition request notification 
step of sending, when it is discriminated by the UKL 
discrimination step that a URL is inputted, a notification of 
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an acquisition request for HTML document data to that one of 
said .facsimile apparatus which has the URL through said 
network ; - 

a HTMDu document data reception step of receiving the HTML 
document datV transmitted from the facsimile apparatus in 
response to th«knotif ication of the acquisition request by the 
HTML document d\ta acquisition request notification step; 

a HTML document data display step of displaying the HTML 
document data recd^ved by the HTML document data reception 
step; 

a program execution description discrimination step of 
discriminating whetheAor not a program execution description 
is present in the HTML yocument data displayed by the HTML 
document data display si 

a decoding program acquisition request notification step 
of sending, when it is discriminated by the program execution 
description discrimination ^fcep that the program execution 
description is present, a notification of an acquisition 
request for a decoding program \±o said WW server ; 

a decoding program reception step of receiving the 
decoding program transmitted from \aid WWW server in response 
to the acquisition request notif icat: 
acquisition request notification sti 

a decoding program execution 
decoding program received by the decod^ 
step ; 



kin by the decoding program 



ep of executing the 
g program reception 
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ari\image data acquisition request notification step of 
sending a notification of an acquisition request for image data 
to the- facsimile apparatus; — 

an ima&e data reception step of receiving the image data 
transmitted fVom the facsimile apparatus in response to the 
acquisition request by the image data acquisition request 
notification stb^, 

an image data decoding step of decoding the image data 
received by the ima&e data reception step based on the decoding 
program executed byVhe decoding program execution step; and 
an image data dWlay step of displaying the image data 
decoded by the image dVta decoding step. 

17. An image transfer method as claimed in claim 13, 
wherein said WWW server Executes: 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an 
acquisition request outputVed from any of said terminal 
equipments over said network^ 

an acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the 
acquisition request received by the acquisition request 
reception step; 

a decoding program signaling step of signaling, when it 
is analyzed by the acquisition request analysis step that the 
acquisition request is an acquisition Vequest for a decoding 
program for image data decoded in accordance with the coding 
method, the decoding program to the terminal equipment; and 

a transmission step of transmitting th\ decoding program 
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ed by the decoding program signaling step as a response 
to theVacquisition request to the terminal equipment. 

IS. - An image transfer "method as" claimed in claim 14, 
wherein said www server executes: 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an 
acquisition^ request outputted from any of said terminal 
equipments over said network; 

an acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the 
acquisition request received by the acquisition request 
reception step; 

a decoding program signaling step of signaling, when it 
is analyzed by the acquisition request analysis step that the 
acquisition request ik an acquisition request for a decoding 
program for image data decoded in accordance with the coding 
method, the decoding program to the terminal equipment; and 

a transmission step oV transmitting the decoding program 
signaled by the decoding proWam signaling step as a response 
to the acquisition request tW the terminal equipment. 

19. An image transfer riethod as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein said WWW server executi 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an 
acquisition request outputted fr^m any of said terminal 
equipments over said network; 

an acquisition request analysis^ step of analyzing the 
acquisition request received by the\acquisition request 
reception step; 
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( a dWoding program signaling step of signaling, when it 
is analyzed by the acquisition request analysis step that the 

acquisitionVrequest-iBaii acquisition" request "for a decoding 

program for image data decoded in accordance with the coding 
5 method, the decoding program to the terminal equipment; and 
a transmission step of transmitting the decoding program 
signaled by the decoding program signaling step as a response 
to the acquisition^ request to the terminal equipment. 
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